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Green challenges National’s inconsistency 
The Green Party candidate for Tukituki today challenged Hawkes Bay’s National Party MPs to 

explain their Party’s double-standard on rainforest-destroying palm products. 

“On the one hand the National Party has railed against a false threat that the Biofuels Bill will result 

in the import of rainforest-destroying palm oil from South East Asia.” 

“On the other hand New Zealand has increased the import of palm kernel for agricultural feed by 

two thousand times in the past decade, and we haven’t heard a squeak from the National Party.” 

The Port of Napier last week accepted its first shipment of bulk palm kernel, which is used as a 

stock-feed on industrial dairy farms.  

Tropical rainforest is cut down to grow palm trees. Increasing the demand for palm products like oil 

and kernel contributes to more deforestation. 

“National’s selective environmentalism suggests that their concern for the environment is purely 

about politics, rather than real environmental issues like the plight of tropical rainforests.” 

“I challenge the local National MPs to join the Green Party in urging farmers to use alternatives to 

palm kernel, if the National Party is genuinely concerned about the environment.” 

“Imported palm kernel also competes against New Zealand-grown grain and forage as 

supplementary feed for dairying, which is a blow to Kiwi farmers who supply locally-grown feed.” 

“The National Party has vigorously opposed the Government’s biofuels law, despite the fact that the 

Green Party ensured that there were strict sustainability criteria in the Bill to prohibit rainforest-

destroying biofuel being imported. Before this law, all biofuels were permissible.” 

The Green Party released statistics in April showing palm kernel imports have risen from 408 tonnes 

in 1997 to a whopping 455,000 tonnes last year. Now the Port of Napier estimates that imports have 

exceeded one million tonnes on an annualised basis.  

Deforestation of tropical rainforest accounts for 20% of global carbon emissions and destroys the 

habitat of endangered animals like the orang-utan. 
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