
Green Party of Aotearoa New Zealand Page 1 of 1 

 FROM: 

QUENTIN DUTHIE 
Candidate for Tukituki Electorate 

MEDIA RELEASE 2 October 2008 
 

Airport cargo-cult mentality unsustainable 
The Greens are urging a dose of serious economic and environmental caution before Hawkes Bay 

rushes headlong into a proposed airport expansion. 

“It is economic madness to spend millions on a runway extension hoping on a wing and a prayer 

that the tourists will come flocking in – this is ‘build it and they will come’ cargo-cult economics”, said 

Green Party Tukituki candidate Quentin Duthie. 

“All sensible air travel forecasts show declining international air passenger volumes, with rising jet-

fuel costs and ticket prices. The global economic slowdown is also likely to persist for some years.  

“Committing to a costly airport extension without a single airline saying they will use is very risky. It’s 

not even clear whether the estimated $9.2 million price tag includes the entire passenger 

infrastructure required. 

“Invercargill has failed to attract international flights, Palmerston North has had airlines pulling out, 

and even Rotorua – a much more popular destination for international tourists – fears that some of 

their $24 million cost will inevitably fall on local ratepayers. 

“It is likely to be the ratepayer who picks up the hidden costs, cost overruns and the longer term 

costs of repaying debt and maintaining the infrastructure when the promised hoards do not 

materialise. 

“Hawkes Bay has plenty to offer tourists, but is an unlikely arrival destination for international 

visitors. Our strengths play to the more reliable domestic tourist market. Developing domestic and 

long-stay tourism is much more sustainable in a world of rising oil prices and economic turmoil. 

Mr Duthie also challenged the environmental wisdom of the project, noting that there is already 

pollution from urban runoff threatening the nationally recognised natural habitat around the existing 

airport.  

"The priority should be to clean this area up, not add additional threats. This area is home to rare 

migratory birds like the godwit, royal spoonbill, and white heron. Do we really want to sacrifice 

them?" 

Mr Duthie lamented the irresponsibility of the local National and Labour MPs fighting to be the 

bigger promoter of a costly white elephant. "The Green Party is the political voice of economic and 

environmental sanity right now", he concluded. 
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